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Nv Gathering 2000 Report

On 22-24 April 2000 the Australian Non-
violence network had a national gather-
ing at Mt Glorious, just outside of Bris-
bane. Some 28 people attended for all or
some of the sessions over three days.
There was a blend of seasoned activists,
old friends, and curious new practition-
ers. Everyone agreed it was real good to
get together to talk and think about non-
violence practice in Australia. To con-
sider the nature and function of our net-
work.

The gathering had two themes, one was
“learning from Brisbane” - so we got to
hear from a bunch of “Phase 1 and phase
2" ANNers, and some life-long Catholic
Workers, about their experience of non-
violence organising and action in Bris-
bane. The Nuremburg Action Brisbane
in 1988 emerged as a key event, both as
an experience, and as an example of
powerful tolerant relaxed alliance be-for NvT, a suggestion to pursue anti-promote and think about nonviolence.
tween many different kinds of activists. militarism through national warship ac- This material was sometimes a bit rigid,
Six activists from that group attended thetions, along with the nature of life, chil- and needed cultural translation to our
gathering full-time. dren, and community development. Palocal context. Nuremburg Action Group

triarchy popped out for a moment. Eve-was one good go at that.
The other theme was “what ANN couldryone ate well, shared, and talked late
most usefully do in the anti-nuclear move-into the night. More commonly it proved difficult and
ment in Australia”. Many ANNers par- unrewarding to promote the techniques
ticipated in the recent and ongoing JaElements of all that thinking and talking for training and action in the frenetic and
biluka campaign. Six shared their storiesare presented in this report. Some particsometimes desperate atmosphere of a
and perspectives on the good and thigpants are putting their best thinking for-bush blockade camp, or a ship action -
difficult experiences of this eight month ward elsewhere in this issue of NvT.and ANN members were occasionally
blockade. The most painful divide amongDebate is welcome. The next gatheringnaligned as “training fascists” for their
us was the nature of activist/Aboriginalwill be more decisive, maybe. efforts. Forwhateverreason the first phase
relations, how it related to the anti-nucle- of network activity “ended” with the
ar/social justice debate, and how confliciWhat is this ANN thing anyway? collapse of the popular peace movement
was experienced by many different kindsWhile there was no broad agreement an the early 90s.
of activists. all, one gathering participant went so far

as to offer an analysis of two distinctThere was a period of no gatherings,
We pursued this topic from listening tophases of the Australian Nonviolencealthough NvT continued to be published,
experiences, to hearing a couple of loosaetwork so far. Phase 1 was said to band articles continued to discuss the range
proposals for ANN activity (see below), triggered by “environment actions” from of green/peace activities taking place in
and agreed to pursue discussion througthe early 1980s, and was active in théustralia and around the world.
NvT and let the proposals simmer untilpopular “anti-nuclear/green/peace”
our 2001 gathering on the southern coashovement which was so distinctive in A serious attempt to revivify and support
of NSW. that decade. the ANN came out of Victoria, based on

the considerable successes of the Mel-

Along the way we listened and thoughtMuch of the network’s emphasis was onbourne Rainforest Action Group. MRAG
about the Pt'Chang Community Safetyteaching/training, research and educawas a kind of virtual community based
Project in Victoria, a proposed Austral-tion of nonviolent thinking and tech- around shared activism. Bonding, emo-
ian chapter of Peace Brigades Internanique. ANN was decentralised and usedional work, planning and alliance-build-
tional, finding a new editorial collective a north American body of literature to ing were strong in this groups repertoire.
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They formed a natural and very produc+icipants withdrew or moved inter-state,makes sense for us to think and listen
tive alliances with Commonground to and gatherings stopped for a while. Theogether, and figure out ways we can
pursue nonviolence interests. network functioned nationally through make social change more effective and
phone link-ups for a couple of years, anceasier at the same time. Plus it's a lot of
During phase 2 the network was giverNvT has been continuously published fun.
much impetus and logistic support fromalthough irregularly in the past year.
Melbourne. A Centre for Nonviolence We want an annual national gatheripng
was established. Philanthropic fundingNow, according to this analysis, we’reagain, outside Metro Victoria. At th
was acquired to support education anéntering phase 3. The call for the gathersame time we were really happy to see a
networking functions. There was a na-ing came from two ‘regional’ families Victorian regional gathering happening
tional facilitation collective, and Victo- with young children. Many “young ac- this year, and were impressed that five of
ria provided a large body of participants.tivists” from phase 2 are now parents anggou came all the way to Mt Glorious.
Gatherings were held annually againhave adopted “community development”
ANN acquired a tangible form, along as a key direction for their day to daySo we’re still grappling with the ques-
with minor elements of centralisation. activism. We had as many as eight chiltions:*"What is it that ANN does well an
dren for care at this gathering. distinctively?” “How can we develo
Phase 2 foundered when the annual gath- and support ANN as a powerful force for
ering proved unable to agree on a set ofhis “new” network is decentralised andnonviolence?” “How can we use ANN {o
“Principles” which would define who informal. People define themselves in omake our own lives better and actions
was “in” or “out” of ANN. The key line out, and build associations or work withmore powerful?”
of conflict lay in gender politics, and whomever they choose. Conflict can be Bryan Law
seemed intractable at the time. Key parlistened to without need for resolution. It NvT
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The Blockade

In 1997/98 there was an eight-month
continuous blockade outside the site for
a new Uranium mine at Jabiluka. This
blockade was the focal point for a well-
organised campaign that involved an al-
liance of supporting environment organ-
isations such as the Australian Conserva-
tion Foundation, Wilderness Society,
Friends of the Earth - and a network of
“Jabiluka Action Groups” or JAGs around
Australia, operating primarily out of the
Universities.

The Mirrar people, whose traditional es-
tates include the mine site, are opposed to
the mine and see it as part of a deadly and
ongoing European threat to their cultureslightly different agendas and slightly gard for life;
and survival. The Mirrar were part of bizarre behaviour, eco-crats from out- “the ploughshares action” which had
organising the campaign from its incep-side may as well be from another planebriginally been sanctioned by the Mirrar,
tion, and insisted their authority in deci-- misunderstandings occur, along withbut permission was withdrawn due to
sion-making and sovereignty in the landthe occasional conflict. wider Mirrar considerations. These ac-
be recognised and respected. There are tivists went ahead without permission,
twenty-nine Mirrar, and their represent-Cultural misunderstanding with a disciplined nonviolent action.
ative organisation is Kunjaime Aborigi- One line of schism was the authority ofe “the letter from Kunjaime” asking JAGs
nal Corporation. the Mirrar to make land-use decisionsto forward any funds raised to them, for
and political decisions according to theiruse in the Mirrar’s ongoing campaign for
Organising for the blockade began aftewider campaign objectives (protectionland rights and cultural survival.
a bus load of students travelled with eof land/people/culture), with the block-
seasoned FOE anti-uranium campaignesde being only one consideration. ThéNe had participants from acrossthe spec-
to the site after a national “students andlockade was having political impactstrum of non-indigenous activists telling
sustainability” conference. They metwith on the networks of Aboriginal politics in these stories, and there was considerable
some of the Mirrar, saw and heard abouthe region, in which the Mirrar must conflictamong them about what all these
theissues, and went backto start up JAGsperate, so they acted to bring it morghings meant. Widely differing views
in their home bases. This was a timento line. were held about the best way forward.
when “reconciliation”, the “green/black It's down for ongoing discussion.
alliance” and “native title” were hot is- This ran up against the urgency factor
sues around the country. among anti-uranium activists. “We areElectioneering
not here for a social issue. We are here fofhe second problem identified was more
Jabiluka developed into a large and vithe most important issue on the planet familiar. The difference between how
sionary campaign that raised enormoustopping uranium mining NOW. Simi- front-line and anarchist activists see a
public interest, and significant funds. larly there was distrust of the hierarchicaldirect-action campaign, and the uses to
Perhaps half a million dollars were spennhature of some Aboriginal decision-mak-which such a campaign may be put by

maintaining the campaign and blockadeing, and the role of Kunjaime. conservation corporations and political
Subsidised buses carried literally thou- parties.

sands of students and others from jusBtories told about this at the gathering

about every city in Australia. Most stayedincluded: The enormous wave of publicity gener-

only a week or two, some for months, a “the big stick meeting” where Mirrar ated by the blockade was turned to “get
few diehards for the whole time. Theleaders remonstrated with blockaderd abor elected”. The usual bunch (Wil-

Mirrar live there. about the need to respect Mirrar deciderness Society, ACF, and friends) or-
sions and culture in their actions andchestrated this campaign, and inevitably
On site it was the full remote hard-corelifestyles; sought both to tone down the blockade

blockade catastrophe. Everything ise “the no-brakes action” where ferals(“let's not alienate the middle-ground
tough, the state and miners are muclkrashed a disposable vehicle through awinging voter”) and divert resources for
better equipped and organised for theimine-site gate, and freaked lots of peoplelectioneering. A Labor government
roles than we are, a lot of activists pursueut with the danger and reckless disrewould stop the mine.

]
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The election strategy happened. It failedwork. People left, but it was still active The Jabiluka campaign is now low-key

The blockade collapsed (it was collapswith actions in the cities.
ing anyway). In the eighties this kind of

national electoral campaign succeededhe Kunjaime letter jolted people, andcial and operational way - and may yet
twice in electing and securing a Laborcaused something of a crisis of faith. Thecollapse under commercial and politigal

and dispersed. The Mirrar continue |to
oppose the mine, which is in a bad finan-

government federally. It has most oftenJAG network of non-indigenous city res- pressure. (North Ltd has just been aquired
failed during the nineties. idents are just not ready to hand oveby C.R.A.)
control and resources to an Aboriginal
Gathering participants weren’t so caughbrganisation. A core feature of the cam-The gathering wanted to foster an ongo-
up in this issue, with little support for paign was being cut out. ing discussion about how all of these
electoral politics, but with little surprise issues can be addressed - and what partic-
it was played. It did muddy the issuesAt this time a concerted effort by tradi- ular contribution might the Australian
around Kunjaime for all concerned. tional socialist organisations to enter andNonviolence Network make to their fu
control campaign meetings saw a serieture resolution?
End-game of hostile and expensive blockades of the
The third problem was identified as themine’s corporate owners in Melbourne.Phil Bourne participates in a small Mel-
end-game of the large-scale campaigrBy all accounts it was a very negativebourne group called MARG, and his sto-
When the blockade collapsed and thexperience and the campaign haemonmy follows this article.
electoral strategy failed, a mood of de+haged people and resources until it went Bryan Law
spondency settled on the national neteomatose. NvT

MARJ stands for Mining Ain’t
Right at Jabiluka

MARJ was formed in 1999, in response
to the situation at Jabiluka. We are a
nonviolent social action group, based in
the northern suburbs of Melbourne.

Our statement of purpose is as follows:
* We value a just and sustainable society
that meets the needs of all people and
ecosystems.

* We see the mining of uranium at Jabilu-
ka as an act that undermines our progress
towards this vision and denies the rights
of the Mirrar people.

* Recognising this, we will act in nonvi-
olent, creative ways as part of the move-
ment to prevent uranium mining at Ja-
biluka, and seek a resolution that meets
the needs of all involved.

Our focus at present is was then forwarded to North Ltd. with MARJ

« to let the public know about and expressesulting correspondence noting “an onO Box 69

opinions re Jabiluka going requirement for frank communi- Brunswick VIC 3056

* to add pressure on North to withdrawcation” We are also developing a news- Phil Bourne

from the Jabiluka project letter. 03 5793 8257

« to increase our membership Email: cgsey@mcmedia.com.au
MARJ is still in infancy, but there is a NVT

To this end we have held two communitygood feel and solid commitment in the
ballots in Brunswick in Melbourne. Both group. We look forward to growing and
were very successful with over 100 re-developing our nonviolent input into the
spondents each time. This informationJabiluka campaign.
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Jabiluka Response

| was angered to read Cairon O'Reilly’s
article in NvT #64, where he attempts to
justify his and Treena’s actions at Jabilu-
ka on Nagasaki Day. He bemoans his
lack of support becausmovement bu-
reaucrats denounced uslt wasn't just
movement bureaucrats (a cynical and
derogatory term for the largely unpaid
and selfless workers for social justice,
the environment and peace) denouncing
them. It was a huge cross-section of the
camp, the Mirrar and the movement who
were disgusted with their flagrant disre-
gard for the Mirrar people’s sovereignty
over their own land. | speak as one who
was actively involved in the protest, in Cairon writes that for people in cities treated so badly here. The fact is that the
offices as a ‘movement bureaucrat’, inthere are human rights struggles closer tdabiluka protest was on Mirrar land: fto
protests outside Westpac Banks, on théheir homes. Obviously. But Jabiluka isdirectly contravene their wishes on some
bike ride, at Jabiluka itself, then in jail not in a city. It is situated in an interna-supposed higher moral ground is pater-
and the court system. | was particulariftionally recognised piece of country, nalism at its worst. The greatest hypogri-
disappointed since | had admired Cairorwhere the custodians still have close tiesy was that Cairon and Treena then put
and most of his work since meeting himto the land. They have held firm againsiout a press release citing the need to
some fifteen years earlier. enormous pressure and inducementsupport land rights as one of the reaspns
Thousands of people chose to suppoifor their actions!
The Mirrar are the traditional owners ofthem, and to travel huge distances to help
Jab. That there are only twenty-severheir blockade. As part of social justice,| am aware that the struggle against the
Mirrar left does not detract from their and in common courtesy, we recognisedhuclear industry is a pressing one, &s |
land rights, much as the government anthem as the owners, and respected thefrave long been part of it. However, there
industry and Cairon would like it to. right to know of and approve or disap-are plenty of places one can demonstrate
Rather it is a result of systematic disposprove of our actions. against it without muscling in on or using
session and genocidal policies of the someone else’s blockade, particularly if
British occupying regime, usually justi- Certainly the genocide in East Timor isthose people are indigenous and have
fied by its paternalistic Christianity. As atrocious. To say that it is more impor-already been trampled on for centurles
Kev Carmody writes;Your left hand tant than the Mirrar struggle is nitpick- by holier-than-thou Westerners.
holds the bible while your right hand ing, as at least the same percentage of Marty Branagan
holds a gun, And you taught us Hey Blackboriginal people have been killed since
Woman Thou Shalt Not StealCairon, the invasion of Australia. It reminds mePS.Nonviolence Todajs an excellent
being like myself, of Irish extraction, of Malaysia’s Mahatir, who says we can'tmagazine! NVT
should surely be aware of the effects ofomplain about what they're doing to the
dispossession. Penan because Aboriginal people are
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Ten Years of Sanctions on lraq:

A Weapon of Mass Destruction
August 1990 - August 2000

Tenyears ago | was with friends in Wash-
ington D.C. blockading the Pentagon on
the anniversary of the mass slaughter by
a U.S. nuclear weapon at Hiroshima.
Also at the Pentagon that day were U.S.
President George Bush and British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, they an-
nounced sanctions on Iraq and the de-
ployment of a half a million troops to the
Middle East in response to Iraq’s inva-
sion of Kuwait. An invasion provoked
and encouraged by U.S. policy and dip-
lomats.

Inthe second half of '90, former U.S. ally Away from the media attention it once elite remain unaffected by the sanctiops.
Saddam Hussein, who had been armedommanded, the war against the Iraqi
and financed to fight an eight year warpeople has been executed by sustainéfen years ago | was conspiring with
with Iran during the 1980’s, was system-sanctions, frequent air strikes and occafriends to disarm a U.S. B-52 Bomber.
atically demonised. Inthe opening monthsional drive-by cruise missile attacks.Today I vigil on the tenth anniversary pf

of 1991, firepower equivalent to sevenAustralia hosts U.S. Navy ships travel-the sanctions. Friends are bearing wit-
Hiroshimas was unleashed on the peopléng to the Gulf to police the sanctions,ness in Basra (Iraq) and others in U.S.
of Irag. Along with hundreds of others | provides satellite targeting information prisons for disarming an A-10 Warthog -

was imprisoned for nonviolent resist-for cruise missile attacks and air strikesone of the planes that fired the deadly
ance to the massacre in Iraq, in which thérom the U.S. Pine Gap base near Alicalepleted uranium munitions. We can gall
Australian government was an enthusiSprings. Since the ‘official’ Gulf war do something to break the silence and
astic participant. | spent thirteen monthsceased in March '91, over half a million challenge the continued war on the chil-
in U.S. prisons. The peace movement ofraqi children have died due to the sancdren of Iraq.

the 1980’s was largely decimated by thigions. When U.S. Secretary of State Made- Ciaron O'Reilly
huge U.S. military victory and the war line Albright was confronted with these NVT
againstthe Iragi people has continued fofigure her response wd#t is worth the

these ten long years. price!” Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi

]
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Whilst | was In Prison

A few stories and reflections

Whilst | was in prison, every day from Australia trained the Indonesian mili- media and our supporters, answered ques-
the window of my cell | would watch a tary. tions from the media and even staged a
mob of eastern grey Kangaroos graze small creative piece of theatre before
contentedly in the paddock next to theWwhen we entered the base we were matalking in to the station with police.
Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre. Vis- by around 30 police, including members

ible through five rows of fences and onlyof the Tactical Response Team, and withOf course, we had liaised with police
partially obscured by the regular passingut incident arrested. In March last yearover the phone!) prior to doing the ac-
of anarmoured car the Kangaroos broughtve were tried and sentenced. As a groupion to explain our intentions, reassure
a sense of serenity and beauty to theve were fined a total of $1100. At theany fears the police may have and to
ugliness and harshness of prison life. Isuggestion of Saskia we matched the fineommunicate our commitment to nonvi-
was in anticipation and fondness that imposed by the magistrate dollar for dol-olence, especially the fact that the action
would look forward to seeing these kan-ar and redirected it to support grassrootsvould be both respectful and disciplined.
garoos each day. Even though | was natommunity development in East Timor. This is, | believe, an important part of
in prison for along lag, as they say, thesén lieu of paying the fine we were sen-nonviolence and essential to building
Kangaroos became my brothers and sidenced to a time of imprisonment. | wastrust and demonstrating integrity. On the

ters - my companions. sentenced to jail for 21 days. Last montiday we were even able to ask the police
| publicly surrendered myself to police. to delay arresting us until we had finished
Officially | was charged with trespass on the small bit of theatre we had planned! A

Commonwealth property and failure tol surrendered myself to police with arequesttheywere willingto comply with!
obey a police direction. For ten years Ifellow activist, Tom Driftwood (who had The self-surrender was broadcastby T.V,
have been involved in East Timor soli-3 days to serve for vote refusal during therint and national radio media. The po-
darity and nonviolent action to stop Aus-1998 Federal election). Unfortunately thelice were both amused by, interested in
tralia’s military support of Indonesia. In three others who | was arrested withand evenly tacitly supportive of what we
December 1998 along with Jim Dowling during the Canungra 1998 action eithewere going to jail for.

(a member of the West End Catholichad served their time or for various good

Worker community, Saskia Kouwenbergreasons were unable or unwilling to go toThe night before the self-surrender ac-
(from Lismore Friends of East Timor) jail. tion, Tom and | organised a dinner with
and my partner Manon Liefin (Journey family, friends, fellow activists and sup-
of Peace) - and in full knowledge of theTom and | organised a media conferenceorters. This also included a small ritual
military and police - we peacefully en- outside our local police station and to-of sharing and story-telling, time for hav-
tered the Canungra Land Warfare Centrgether with a large group of supporterang fun, relaxing and relationship build-
(C.L.W.C) to establish a photographicwe walked to the police station behind ang. We also put equal thought into or-
exhibition of life inside East Timor. The large colourful banner that reRdactise  ganising the action the following day -
C.L.W.C, as many of you would know, Nonviolence Gathering outside the po- even printing T-shirts for the event. Peo-
was one of many military bases wherdice station we sang songs, spoke to thples feedback afterwards was that both
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events were fun and inspiring. Both eventgelt and prayer-filled nonviolent com- for six days, during which time | shared
were also easy to organise and providethitment to love and justice. People ofmy cell with two different guys, at two
a great basis for building community andintegrity committed to not just political different times, including a former or-
organising jail support - lots of letters andjustice but personal righteousness as welganised crime boss who was jailed for
wonderful life-filling visits from mywife  People, to use an expression from thenany years after the Fitzgerald inquiry.
Manon, other friends and also a barristeGojourners community, not from the left, You certainly met a lot of interesting folk
and fellow co-counsellor who visited menot from the right but from the spirit. in jail!

on the pretence of a legal visit. People of conscience and compassion. |
am not that kind of person but | would Like all prisoners, when arriving at the
Why | went to jail like to be. And | feel God’s constant watch house | was obliged to undergo a
But why go to jail? Why not just pay the presence and gentle encouragement compulsory but non-contact strip search.
fine? There are many ways to answer thdeading me on. The police officer | was with asked what
question. Let me just share a few. I was in for. | explained my charge and
Jail context - what | did and why. His re-

Firstly | went to jail because | refused toMost of all my experience of jail was onesponse | must say astonished me. The

pay the fine. | refused to pay the fineof boredom - uplifted at times by the police officer smiled and held out his

because | had done nothing wrong. Waexperience of community and the preshand.

- in this case training and arming theence of humour! Whilst in jail | divided

Indonesian military - is the crime. Peace-my time up into prayer, reading, writing, Wryly he exclaimedyou can see why |

fully trying to stop it is not a crime. exercise and getting to know the guys lam not a short-hand typistOne of his
was inside with. Unfortunately due to afingers was severed at the knuckle and

Secondly, | went to jaiholding on to technicality, Tom wasn't taken into cus- his hands were carved with deeply etched

truth. Let me explain what | mean by tody and whilst it was strengthening forscars."What happened?’| asked. The

that. Mohandas Karamachand Gandhime to do jail alone it is a lot of fun to go officer smiled again and went on to share

after Jesus, who is probably the greateshside as an affinity group! some of his life as a SAS commando in

exponent of nonviolence to have ever the Australian Army between 1975 and

lived, described nonviolence as satyagin police custody | was kept in a small1983. His finger had been shot off in a

raha - or holding on to truth. We all havetwo person cell - lit 24 hours a day.gunfight ‘'somewhere north of Austral-

a part of the truth including our oppo- Incidentally getting a vegetarian meal inia’.

nents. My truth is that killing or training the watch house was easy. In the main

others to kill cannot resolve conflict.  jail, however, it was a real struggle thatWhen | was in the SAS we trained with
involved talking to the doctor, writing to the Indon’s, including Koppasuysie said.

Our neighbours in East Timor sufferedthe General Manager, asking a barristeKoppasus, | might add were the very

because we trained and armed their odriend to advocate on my behalf andpeople who established, trained, armed

pressors. Skilling-up the Indonesian mil-persisting and persisting, seemingly toand organised the militia on their bloody

itary might have made them more profesno avail. In was held in the watch housaampage through East Timor last year.

sional and disciplined butitalso increased

their capacity to wipe out the independ-

ence movement in East Timor. | went to

jail holding on to the truth that for 24

years Australia was sowing the bitter

seed of oppression in East Timor. Hold-

ing on to truth meant refusing to submit

to the injustice of training and arming the

Indonesian military and nonviolently try-

ing to persist with stopping that and be-

ing prepared to accept the consequences

- even if it meant going to jail.

Finally, | went to jail because | believe in
the God of Love. As a Christian | draw
much spiritual sustenance for my nonvi-
olence from the life of Christ and the
Gospels. | believe that faith is to profess
love in our lives. | believe that God’s
deepest and constant hope for us is to
become the kind of people that Jesus

was. People that demonstrate a deep heart- _ ) _ _ i
Tom Driftwood (centre) and Jason Mcleod (right) outside the West End police station.

]
Nonviolence Today #65 May-August 2000 PO Box 5292, West End QLD 4101, Australia



11 =

The same Koppasus who were trained atall him Manu. | first met Manu in the lifted by the spiritual teachings of the
bases like Canungra. In a tragic twist ofwatch house and together we did a minRastafarian’s!l am a Black activist |
irony the Australian military went to East tour of the prison system. After six daysam’; he’d often tell me with pride.
Timor last year to protect ordinary Eastin Roma St we were handcuffed together
Timorese from the very people Australiaand transported to Arthur Gorrie Correc-Manu had done alotand seen alot but life
had trained. tional Centre. We Stayed at Arthur Gor-had always been a struggle for him in
rie for Eight days - where we were held inmore ways than one. When [ left him at
As he led me to my cell he turned anda maximum-security unit with 50 other Palen Creek he was depressed and home-
facing me he said the most extraordinanguys. We were given a security classifi-sick. After nearly three weeks in jail
thing. ‘You know | remember what you cation and sent to Palen Creek prisotManu was still drying out from years of
people did at Canungra - well done.’ farm atthe foothills of beautiful Mt Lind- repeated alcohol abuse. He had been in
‘Well done’,he said'Well done; at first  sey and Mt Barney. and out of jail for years - over a string of
| wasn't sure if | had heard correctly. A offences - including violent crime. His
former SAS soldier, current police offic- Manu had been an activist his whole life.health was in bad shapalcohol is kill-
er and now my jailer appreciating ourHe grew up on a Maori Pa, or fortified ing our people’,one day he told me
nonviolent persistence. Maori village on the head waters of thesadly. And he wasn't just talking about
beautiful and wild Wanganui river. It Maori people, indigenous people or even
| still smile every time | think about it. wasn't until he was ten, when his fatherblack people, he was talking about all of
‘Well done’.You know it seems to me got a job on the railways and he and higis - and all of our struggles with addic-
that people, even those who superficiallyfamily moved into town that Manu start- tions and violence. Manu knew, however
appear to oppose us - and there opposed speaking English. When we met Manumuch we tried to rationalise it or deny it,
tion is always superficial because underwas in his mid-forties. that we turned to addictions to try and
neath there is a deeper common bond - find relief for the pain we feel inside.
our shared humanity - a seamless web dduring the Vietham war, at the tenderAddictions don’t help us with the root
love that holds us connected - well everage of 18, Manu was jailed for six monthscauses of our distress and running away
those people, | believe, have a longingas a conscientious objector. He was at thieom the painful memory of early dis-
perhaps buried deep or long forgottenparricades over land rights in New Zeatressing experiences only adds a new
but a longing nonetheless for a bettefand and apartheid in South Africa. Evenlayer of hurt on top of the old.
world. now Manu was deeply committed to
standing in solidarity with Aboriginal The tragedy was that prison did nothing
The path of nonviolence, | believe, callspeople. Manu drew strength from Blackto either heal Manu’s distress or address
usto recognise the humanity of our oppoactivists around the world and through-the fundamental oppression that lead to
nents. outtime. He had read the words of fellowhis distress. In fact prison only laid an-
black leaders like Malcolm X and Martin other layer of hurt and frustration on top
Let me tell you another story. A story Luther King, he was deeply moved byof the old. Being ‘inside’ | felt that soci-
about a Maoriman I was in jail with - let’s the witness of Nelson Mandela and up-ety was abandoning these men - giving
up on them because we were scared of
their patterns.

Manu felt especially concerned about
how his partner, who had a debilitating
illness, was coping whilst he was in jail.
Manu was her primary care giver and his
absence from her caused him grief.

What Manu taught me is the painful truth
that if we want to change the world we
have to be prepared to change ourselves
also. Struggling for love, peace and jus-
tice means treating ourselves and those
closest to us justly and peacefully also.
Quite simply, there is no point doing the
hard work out there if we are not also
prepared to do the hard warkhere

| remember reading somewhere, proba-
bly in the New York Catholic Worker, a
story about the nonviolent activist and

]
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then Archbishop of Recife, Dom Helder Salvador and for many years took upme points to Christ. Romero is an inspi-
Camara. When he was speaking somerms and fought with the FMLN, a left ration. Despite his fear and frailty, Rome-
one asked him what was his greateswing revolutionary political group strug- ro spoke out, from the heart and spirit|of
obstacle in the struggle for peace withgling for democracy, and agrarian andhe Gospels, in defence of the poor.
justice in Brazil. Many were expecting economic justice.
stories of confronting greedy landown- Romero was not naturally a couragequs
ers or brutal security forces. But openind enjoyed talking with Carlos. We were man. In fact the army supported his ap-
his arms wide, as if to emphasis theboth committed to revolution, he throughpointment as Archbishop, precisely be-
enormity of the cross, then slowly draw-armed struggle, me through nonviolencecause they thought he would not inter-
ing his hands back to touch his heartCarlos was doing over a month'’s jail forvene. He’s too passive - a book man they
Dom Helder Camarareplied gentlyhe losing his train ticket and possessing lesthought - and he was. But transformed|by
greatest obstacle inthe struggle for peace¢han 50 grams of marijuana. grace Romero found the courage to Iqve
with justice in Brazil is myself.’ and then to persist unflinchingly wit
We talked a lot about El Salvador andoving right up unto death.
Most of all though, | was sensitised to theLatin America. For many years | have
oppression in society and how the causbeen involved in accompanying refu-Reflecting on this | realised that we may
of crime and violence in my opinion, is gees as they try and begin a new life irat times find encouragement - even from
this oppressive society. It was painfulAustralia. Many of the refugees | first unexpected quarters - in the nonviolent
listening to people’s stories in jail. Onemet were from El Salvador and | wasstruggle for love and justice. We may
thing that particularly struck me was theinterested to hear Carlo’s perspectiveeven have the courage to look inside at he
number of Aboriginal men in jail. A about culture and celebration, struggleneed for personal change and how we
Waka-waka fella from Cherbourg (letsand oppression in El Salvador. treat those closest to us, as well as lopk-
call him Norman) and | were yarning in ing outside to structural change. We may
the exercise yard one day. He shared thaie talked easily but not without emotion.recognise the humanity of our opponent
he enjoyed the food and was happy to put was good to be able to encourage hinand even struggle nonviolently to change
on a bit of weight. He was able to playto cry - to let him know that crying is society. But the message of Romero - the
footy with his mates every couple of dayshealing. His brother, his mother and hiswhole point of the passion story is o
and was also thankful for the opportunityfather, he told me had all been killed innever give up. What God wants us |to
to ‘dry-out’ as well. | asked him how long front of his eyes. The violence of war wascommit to - over and over again, despite
he had to go and he replied@nly a few all around him.That is why | took up the pain, in spite of the costs - is to persist
weeks.This, however, didn'tinclude his arms’, he said. | could not even begin towith love, even unto death.
seven day early release (pretty muclimagine the pain he must have felt. His
standard) as he wasn’t applying for it! eyes began to well up with tears as h&he mob of kangaroos at Arthur Gorrie
remembered his family - the pain he stilltaught me a lot about love and persist-
For him jail was a better option than lifefeels. Carlos was all alone in Australia,ence. Looking at them through five rows
at Cherbourg. | was saddened and angrjving in a boarding house on the outerof fences from the prison cell windo
at this and the racist society that is damsuburbs of Brisbane. realised that this was a message from
aging to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal God - a sign of reassurance. That beyond
people alike. | was also saddened by th& he killers of my family’, Carlos said, the distress and oppression in the waqrld
fact that jail was giving me an opportuni-‘were trained and armed by the Unitedthere is a deeper reality, a constant com-
ty to mix with and get to know Aborigi- Sates. The officers went the School of thiert. The presence of a loving God, the
nal people - better than | had been able tAmericas, then in Panama, now in Geor-existence of beauty and the comfort of a
do on the 'outside’. | need to think moregia - and those murdererdye went on, kind and friendly universe.

about how to cultivate genuine diversity'were supplied with U.S weapons and Jason McLeo

and mutuality in my own life. Obviously ammunition.’

continuing to work on my own racism is Postscript

a good place to start. ‘Companero,’continued Carlos] un- Two weeks after | got out | received|a
derstand why you are in jail - it was theletter from the General Manager of Arthur

Another story | want to share is a story ofsame in East Timor.’ Gorrie Correctional Centre approving my

hope about a man | will call Carlos. vegetarian diet but warning me that any

Unlike mainstream prison’s which are Carlos and | were in jail together on thedeviation from this diet and it would he
mostly single cells now, in the watch 20th anniversary of the assassination oimmediately revoked!
house prisoners often share their cellsOscar Romero, the former archbishop of

When I first arrived at the Roma St watchEl Salvador and courageous practitioner

house and for several days afterwardf principled and revolutionary nonvio-

my cell mate was Carlos. Carlos hadence. Together Carlos and | were able to

been in Australia for about 7 years. Hecommemorate the life and death of Mon-

was a former political refugee from El signor Romero - a life and death that for

NvT
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A Proposal

Below is information about a proposal
for an International nonviolent peace
force that has been under development
since the Hague Peace Conference. It
maybe a worthwhile topic of discussion
for the Australian Nonviolence Network,
particularly as they are requesting nonvi-
olence organisations and individuals to
endorse the proposal. Currently, the Con-
flict Resolution Network is the only group
from Australia which endorses it. The
proposal is currently being discussed
within PBI and it's interesting. (I've just
been readinRecurrent Visionthe book
by Tom Weber and Yeshua, which points
out some of the many dangers in such
massive undertakings to create huge
standing peace armies, particularly in
light of the effectiveness of PBI's decen-Background bec. A small PBI presence in Guatemala,
tralised and long-term projects.) I'd be As we venture into the new millennium, whose “protective accompaniment” de-
interested in hearing the comments ofve stand at a significant crossroads. Wilterred the assassination of key human
others around the ANN about what theythe next century bring anincessant streamghts workers and supported the crea-
think of the International Peace Forceof devastating armed conflicts and brutation of a small “space for peace” in that
idea, and whether ANN should endorseriolence, like the horrors we have seenirembattled society, contributing greatly
the proposal in principle. The website isKosovo, Iraq, and East Timor? Or areto the subsequent reemerging of a demo-
also worth checking out. there alternatives to the endless repetieratic society and the peace process.
Anthony Kelly tion of such catastrophes?

Yet when faced with the brutal aggres-
Proposal for a Global Nv Peace Force There is an alternative, one that buildssion of the Milosevic regime throughout
Executive Summary, May 16, 2000  upon the recent experiences of manyhe last decade, the world has lacked a

A Project of Peaceworkers organizations which have successfullycredible, coherent, and comprehensive
experimented with the application of response. While some international ac-
Mission “third party nonviolent intervention” tivists bravely carried out nonviolent strat-

To mobilize and train an international techniques in areas of advanced conflictegies with people of the Balkans (and are
nonviolent, standing peace force. TheDut of these experiences has grown atill doing so), many others could think
Peace Forcgname under discussion) new wave of deliberate nonviolent inter-of nothing better than to go along reluc-
will deploy to conflict areas to protect vention carried out by some twenty or saantly with the NATO response. The sit-
human rights and prevent death and desrganizations around the world: Peacaiation epitomized the increasing dilem-
struction, thus creating the space for loBrigades International (PBI), Witness for ma of the international community when
cal groups to struggle, enter into dia-Peace, Christian Peacemaker Teamshe only widely known alternatives are to
logue, and seek peaceful resolution. Balkan Peace Teams, International Alertdo nothing or drop bombs.

SIPAZ (Servicio Internacional para la
Endorsed by Paz) and others took their permanenthe Global Nonviolent Peace Force rep-
His Holiness the Dalai Lama (Nobel place alongside ad hoc projects (like Cryresents an alternative to massive military
Peace Laureate) for Justice in Haiti). intervention that many people hope for,
Oscar Arias (Nobel Peace Laureate and but does not yet exist. Building on impor-
Former President of Costa Rica) The 1980’s were an important decade fotant peace work throughout the world,
UN Ambassador Anwarul Karim Chow- the development of peace teams. Duringhis Peace Force will bring peacemaking
dhury, Bangladesh this period, a number of NGOs (nhon-to a dramatic, new level. It will be a key
International Fellowship of Reconcilia- governmental organizations) like the re-component in the development of a stra-
tion ligious-based Witness for Peace and th&egic, cohesive, efficient, and effective
Hague Appeal for Peace nominally secular Peace Brigades Internonviolent response to brutality and
80 organisations and key leaders worldnational, saw action in Guatemala, Nicathreats of genocidal violence.
wide ragua, El Salvador, Sri Lanka and Que-
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Last May at the Hague Appeal for Peaceers (building up to 2,000 active melh
activists from around the world gatheredbers, 4,000 reserves, and 5,000 suppc
to explore how to develop third party ers over 10 years).

nonviolent intervention, based upon les» To develop the theory and practice
sons learned from the experiences of théhird party nonviolent intervention, i

al has been reviewed, discussed, aneffectiveness.
critiqued by hundreds of nonviolent ac-
tivists, scholars, military veterans andPossible Methods
government leaders from various partsl. Accompanying (activists, leaders,
of the world. It lays the groundwork for turning refugees, people in peace zon
the present proposal. 2. Facilitating communication amor|
conflicting parties.
Since Gandhi first dreamt of “peace ar-3. Monitoring (elections, cease fires, tré
mies” (and experimented with the India-ties).
based “Shanti Sena” peace armies), thé. Training and training trainers in co
vision has slowly grown: there are manyflict transformation.
veterans of nonviolent movements, thoub. Interpositioning between conflictin
sands of citizens have demonstrated thesides.
willingness to courageously stop vio-6. Providing an international emergen
lence and oppression, hard lessons havesponse network to support local peg
beenlearned, our organizational abilitiesmaking efforts, and prevent violence a
have increased, highly qualified trainershuman rights abuses.
are available, and the World Wide Web7. Investigating and controlling rumou
has shown its usefulness in the cam8. Promoting unbiased information, i
paigns to ban land mines and to establisternally and internationally.
an International Criminal court. Most 9. Instantaneous video witnessing to
importantly, the people of the world arelnternet.
demanding an alternative to punitive,10. Creating safe zones for civilian pd
militarized, and costly responses to conulations.
flict
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Key Attributes of Proposed Global
Profound questions remain about the usblonviolent Peace Force
of nonviolence in acute conflict situa- « Multi-cultural standing Peace For
tions - but even more disturbing ques-rained in third party nonviolent inte
tions plague the reliance on using mili-vention.
tary force “for peace.” Surely itis time to « Deployed at invitation of local groug
devote our energies to a way of preventengaged in nonviolent struggle and
ing and ending violence and wars thapeacemaking.
honours all life and leaves hope for thee Capable of rapid response in situatio
peaceful development of human destinyof advanced conflict.
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Peace

past quarter century. The Hague propossrder to significantly increase that too|'s

Force?

re-

sDear NvT,
j My initial reaction to the idea of a glob

peace force is one of uneasiness - | th

2alargely due to the idea of anything gloQ

truly representing the interests

-everybody.

[ think the strengths of PBl and Witness
for Peace, etc., lie in their ability t
ynetwork with local communities and

dearn from local community initiatives.
dhink that a small cohesive group of peo
who actin co-operation with communiti¢
.facing conflict or in the process

-recovering from armed conflict are mo

likely to setin motion recovery process

of that community.

My fear with a global peace force is th
they would try and present a perfe
model of peacemaking which would
enacted in every situation regardless

ethe context.

More thoughts later.
Rebecca Spence, Ph
Lecturer in Peace Studies, School
Education Studies, University of Ne
England, Armidale NSW 235
NvT
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» Possessing strong media capability
Together we can make the Global Nonvi-
olent Peace Force a reality. There will beContacts:
no better way to honour the United Na-David Hartsough & Mel Duncan
tions Decade of the Culture of Peace an®eaceworkers Peaceworkers
Nonviolence for the Children of the 721 Shrader St. 801 Front Ave.

World. San Francisco, CA 94117 St. Paul, N
55103 U.S.A.
Objectives (415) 751-0302 (651) 487-0800

e To build the organization needed toEmail:peaceworkers@igc.org,
create and maintain a standing Globamel@nonviolentpeaceforce.org. We
Nonviolent Peace Force of 200 activehttp://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.o
members, 400 reserves, and 500 supportfor complete proposal) NvT
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Making Space for Peace

ManyNonviolence Todaeaders would
be interested in the emergence of an
Australian Country Group of Peace Bri-
gades International (PBI).

PBI is a global, nonviolent and inde-

pendent organisation working for human

rights and nonviolence since 1981. PBI

sends teams of unarmed, international

volunteers into areas of violent conflict

or repression, provides protective accom-

paniment for local human rights, church

or union workers, conducts grassrootsinteers. call if a PBI volunteer or a local activi
peace and conflict resolution training is in immediate danger. The ERN forn
and reports on human rights violationsPBI Australia is currently developing a vital back-up for PBI’s protective wor
By doing so, PBI's presence successfullynto a large and powerful grassrootsin the field. To join the ERN simply
‘creates space for peace’ as the sayinmovement that can directly support non-contact PBI Australia below.

goes, allowing local activists under threatviolent movements struggling under re-

of ‘disappearance’ or execution the freepressive regimes in neighbouring coun2. You could apply to become a volu
dom to continue democratic organisingtries. PBI country groups internationally teer with a PBI project. People with la

5t
ns
k

n_
n_

in situations of often brutal repression. have consistently grown in the context ofguage skills, nonviolence or human rights

their local nonviolent and solidarity experience and are able to spend at |
Currently, PBI has project teams work-movements, often recruiting local nonvi- six-months to a year in the project cou
ing in Columbia, Haiti, Mexico, the Bal- olent activists with experience in domes-ry are sought. For further informatic
kans, East Timor and Indonesia and hasc campaigns and committed to regionahbout the next PBI training and the apy
previously worked in Guatemala, El Sal-solidarity. Similarly, PBI Australia is cation process contact PBI Australia k
vador and Sri Lanka as well as withclosely associated with the Australianlow.
Native American communities. Over al- Nonviolence Network and provides Aus-
most twenty years PBI has developedralian nonviolent activists with the 3. You could become involved in th
into a unique and highly successful forcaunique experience of working in a vastlybuilding of PBI Australia in your loca
for peace, being requested and used hyifferent political context alongside oth- area. We would welcome your ener
countless people’s organisations, activer nonviolent activists, trade unionists,and input into an array of awarene

ists and human rights workers who nowchurch and human rights workers underaising, networking, fund raising, and
credit PBI for their survival. PBI's model direct threat in their own countries. organisation building tasks currently
of non-partisan, nonviolent intervention underway.

is a very real form of international soli- | urge nonviolent groups and activists

darity, successfully bridging the gap be-around Australia to support the buildinglf you are interested, contact us bel
tween the international desire for effec-of PBI Australia, by networking infor- and we can put you in touch with the P
tive intervention in human rights viola- mation about our work, reprinting mate-Australia representative in your area.

tions and the importance of respectingial in your local newsletters, letting lo- In Peace, for peace
the abilities of local activists finding so- cal activists know how they can become Anthony Kelly
lutions to local problems. involved or hosting speaking tours of

returned project PBI volunteers. PBI Australia
PBI Australia formed in late 1998, large- PO Box 186 Northbridge WA 6865

ly in response to the growing PBI projectFor those readers who may wish to bephone: 08 9227 7880 or 08 9444 373
in Indonesia/East Timor and now hascome more directly involved, there arefax: 08 9227 7889

groups and members around the countrgssentially three levels at which you caremail: pbi.australia@bigpond.com
and Australian volunteers working in thebecome part of PBI Australia - all of

Indonesian/East Timor Project (IETP)which are crucial: PBI Australia - Victoria

and in the Colombia Projects (CP). Aus-1. You can become a part of the Emerd25 Gladstone Ave, Northcote Vic
tralia is one of eighteen such Countrygency Response Network (ERN) which3070

Groups around the world, supporting themobilises thousands of concerned peophone: 03 9481 6589

various PBI projects, raising funds andple around the world to immediately re-email: kimvanden@hotmail.com
recruiting, training and supporting vol- spond with a strategic fax, letter or phonéNebsite: www.igc.org/pbi/ NvT
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Indonesia and East Timor Project
Focuses on West Timor Camps

“The East Timorese have obtained inde-
pendence through blood and tear&faf-

fiti like this covers remnants of burnt
buildings in East Timor.

East Timor has gained independence
through an internationally recognised
referendum, but the persecution of East
Timorese continues. While the Indone-
sian military has been forced out of East
Timor, East Timorese people within In-
donesia remain under great threat. PBI’s
newest project, the Indonesia and East
Timor Project, is now based in West
Timor where more than 100,000 East
Timorese remain, many held like hostag+eports of people being disappeareddaily protective accompaniment from
es by pro-Indonesia militias. women being raped, and children dyingPBlI.
from preventable ilinesses.
After the extreme Indonesian military The PBI team provides an international
and militia-led violence following the In response to this situation, PBI has segpresence within this situation for the pur-
East Timor referendum, approximatelyup an office in Kupang, the capital of pose of deterring violence against these
250,000 East Timorese (close to one thirdVest Timor, to provide accompanimentorganisations. While the local organisa-
of the population) were forced to flee orto three local grassroots organisationstions that work with East Timorese are
were forcefully deported across the borFlores Volunteers for Humanity (Truk- still threatened, the level of harassment
der to Indonesian West Timor. In WestF), Timorese Organisation for Advocacydirected toward them has decreased quite
Timor, they were putin camps controlledand Research (LAP Timoris) and theremarkably since the escalation of vio-
by the same militias that burned theirCentre for People’s Information Advo- lence in East Timor in September. To-
houses and carried out brutal massacresacy (PIAR) are three organisations baseday, these organisations can, in general,
in Kupang working to address the needsvork more openly without fearing im-
Since the intervention of INTERFET - of the East Timorese throughout Wesimediate personal danger.
the International Forces in East Timor -Timor.
the United Nations High Commission on PBI's work in this region has focused on
Refugees (UNHCR) has been given th&ruk-F provides emergency humanitari-opening the political space even wider by
task of coordinating the repatriation ofan aid to East Timorese in the camps anthonitoring the refugee camps and the
the East Timorese in West Timor. Slow-also protects and assists in the evacuatiazircumstances under which local organ-
ly, East Timorese have been returningfthose East Timorese mostunder threatsations work in them. Over the past few
home, some with the help of the UNH-LAP Timoris and PIAR focus on educa- months, we have met with local organi-
CR, others taking their lives into theirtion and advocacy. They publish testi-sations, local government, military, pro-
own hands and crossing the border alonenonies and articles about the situationintegration organisations, international
often directly contradicting the reports inrelief organisations and refugees. Infor-
Today, it is estimated that more thanthe mainstream Indonesian media. Theynation collected and concerns revealed
100,000 East Timorese remain threatalso meet with government officials andare passed on to the appropriate local
ened by militias and the Indonesian mil-community leaders to share informationactors as well as foreign embassies and
itary. While the local Indonesian govern-about whatis happening in the camps anthstitutions. Most of this information has
ment and the military persist in claiming express concerns. centred on threats against local organisa-
there are no problems in the refugee tions and threats towards refugees who
camps, we have witnessed extreme fegks a result of their work, these threewant to be repatriated.
among camp inhabitants, even when ibrganisations are subject to regular har-
comes to expressing their desire to returassment and threats. After receiving varHaving the advantage of viewing the
home. The concentration of Indonesiarious anonymous phone threats and rerefugee crisis and the humanitarian ef-
military troops and militias is extremely cent direct attacks in the local press by dorts from a grassroots-level, PBI has
high around the camps and there are dailgilitia leader, LAP Timoris requested also assisted in improving the level of
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cooperation between international ai

agencies and local organisations. T
local organisations have unique knoy
edge and experience, having worked
the area prior to the crisis, and can ger|
ally access areas that international ag
cies cannot. Because they have cultiv
ed a trusting relationship with the ref
gee community, local organisation lea
ers are able to obtain more accurate in
mation about the situation in the cam

Recent signs indicate that the conflict]i

West Timor is far from over, and that t|

degree of danger for local activists wi
again increase. Subsequent to the cfi

in East Timor, the Indonesian archipe
go has seen the spread of violence fr
island to island. The militias have stopp
talking about reconquering East Tim
suddenly claiming that they accept t
outcome of the referendum. Instead, tf
now talk with the same anger about pr
lems within West Timor, often directin
that anger at the local government. Cr
ible sources say that the militias contin
to receive military training from the In
donesian army and that new militia me
bers are constantly being recruited fr
Java and Sulawesi.

PBI's Indonesia and East Timor Projeg

will continue to work in West Timor

assisting in the return of East Timorese
East Timor until there is no longer ane
for our team. A PBI training was co
ducted in January in Bali, Indonesia.
look forward to welcoming new volun
teers to the team from this training aj
others planned in Germany and the U
ed States. Later this year, we plan
provide trainings in non-violent conflic
resolution for a number of interest
local organisations. PBI is maintainir
contact with organisations in East Tim
to consider our future role there. We h3
also received invitations from groups
Aceh, where we hope to send a H
assessmentteam. We are extremely g
ful for the support we have received.

Please let us know if you wish to be ke
up-to-date on project developments.
Marcus Berglund & Pamela Sexta
PBI Australia

(see previous article for addres
phone, email & website

NvT

bbHi everyone! We'd like to let you know the social change community more gen-
about theNonviolence Victoriavebsite erally.
project which we are working on. The
egroject will set up a World Wide Web Why a Victorian website rather than,
-| site for nonviolence groups and activistssay, an Australian nonviolence web-
in Victoria. site?
m Our passion in nonviolence networking
Why a Nonviolence Victoriawebsite? is strengthening our local bioregional
A website is a way of making informa- communities and networks. Out of vi-
ttion and resources on nonviolence availbrant local communities comes the ca-
able to a wide audience and locally,pacity for resistance and social change.
t@round Australia and overseas. There’'s ®e'd like to see nonviolence websites
dot of useful information on paper (for based in many bioregions around Aus-
example, in the Melbourne nonviolencetralia, reflecting the local ‘flavour’ of
dibrary), but it's not easily accessible tononviolence as itis lived and practised in
people who live elsewhere. Sharing outhose communities. The Victorian non-
dnformation on the Web is a way of violence website is a step towards this
tgetting it out to more people. It's also anvision. We also see a place for an Aus-
a@ttractive format for young people totralia-wide nonviolence website, linking
access. Melbourne and surrounding arethe bioregions; this looks like a longer-
fas have arich history of nonviolent activ-term project, emerging from the energy
yism, and the website is a way of makinggenerated by strong local nonviolence
rour stories known and a source of pridenetworks.

@nd inspiration.
N We are also aware that many people do
3[The website will also be a networking not have the money, knowledge or skills
teool and a way for people to find outto access information via the internet. A
what's happening and connect with localwebsite should be one among many ways
nonviolence groups and campaigns. Foin which we communicate with each
bthose of us who are part of the nonvio-other and our publics.

lence networks in Victoria, the website
nwill strengthen our links with each other, What will be on the website?

and reaffirm our place as part of a sharethitially, the website will contain:
,movement working towards a nonvio-+ general information on nonviolence as
lent future. We also hope the website willa philosophy, a way of life, and a means
raise the profile of nonviolence within of social change (eg. types of nonvio-
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lence, principles of nonviolence, catego- links to other nonviolence websites andphone or email with your thoughts. Wejd
ries of nonviolent action) resources on the Web like your ideas about which groups pr
« information for effective nonviolent ebibliographies and recommended readeampaigns to include in the website, and
campaigning (eg. information on form- ing on nonviolence, social change, etc. other relevant websites to link to. We're
ing groups, facilitation, conflict resolu- * nonviolence journals and how to sub-also looking for a catchy title for the sitg,
tion, nonviolent strategy, avoiding burn- scribe to them. and some good nonviolence graphics.
out etc.) « a bulletin board enabling participating
« information and contact details on localgroups to post updates and informatioiWWe hope to have the site up and runnjng
grassroots groups, organisations and canabout upcoming actions, workshopsby 1 August 2000. See you online!

D

paigns that have demonstrated their comgatherings etc. Mark Cerin,
mitment to nonviolence through their Later, the site may be expanded to in- 503 Sydney Rd, Brunswick VIC 30%6.
work (eg. Pt'’chang, Commonground,clude local andinternational nonviolence Phone: 03 9388 9647 Email:
MARJ, Nonviolence Education Collec- case studies. micerin@students.latrobe.edu.au
tive, Alternativesto Violence Projectetc.) Anthony McCarthy

« information on resources available toHow canyou be involved in the project? 456 George St, Fitzroy VIC 3065.
support nonviolence work, including We are currently gathering information Phone: 03 9419 3663 Email:
contact details for national and interna-and writing content for the website. We’'d aj4mccarthy@students.latrobe.edu.au
tional nonviolence organisations love to hear your ideas! Please write, NvT

SA Report

Dear Nvers, it's been a long while since
| saw any of you, and of course there are
people on this list whom I've never met
-so hellotoyou all! So far I think | am the
only South Australian activist on the list,
so | thought I'd send in an update as to
what'’s occurring over here. If the histor-
ical stuff is of no interest, there is an
account of the weekend'’s big event near-
er to the end! | would certainly be inter-
ested to hear how things are going in
other places around the country.

Adelaide has no group which is explicit-

ly organised around nonviolence as its

focus. In the fifteen years | have been an

activist here | have never seen such has been a long running campaign taheck it out at http://www.green.net.au/

group. On the other hand, most camprevent the building of a bridge betweerhindmarsh.

paigns which reach the stage of undermainland SA and Kumarangk (Hind-

taking direct action here say that they arenarsh Island). The campaign involvedCurrently there are people organising in

nonviolent. Commitment to Nv is often various stages and events including pubsolidarity with the Arabunna people to

reached by groups in which there is ndic meetings, rallies, blockades of theprotect Lake Eyre and support Arabunna

consensus as to Nv as a principled ratheronstruction site, and a long walk fromwho want to return home and who are

than as a pragmatic approach to activismAdelaide to the site. The direct actionopposing Roxby Downs and other pro-

Campaigns involve people whose conaspects of this campaign involved cleaposed uranium mines. There have been

ceptions of why Nv is important are quitecommitments to nonviolence from In- protests on site and also in Adelaide.

different and founded upon different un-digenous and nonindigenous participantsThere is an ongoing series of candle lit

derstandings of what it means to be nonC€urrently, after long legal efforts to stopwalks around the city opposing genocide

violent. construction, work on the bridge is pro-of Indigenous peoples and seeking a just
gressing. The developers of the Islandeconciliation.

In the last few years we have had a rangmarina have sued a large number of ac-

of major campaigns around local issuesivists (individuals and organisations) andThere have been other major protests in

which have taken this kind of form asmedia organisations and there is a grouthe metropolitan area: a long running

they moved away from focusing on lob-which has been set up to provide supporprotest against development on the sea-

bying into NvDA. For examples: there to those who have been sued. You cashore at West Beach ultimately became a

]
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blockade of the construction site. Myselfpeople the week before. The organisindt was difficult for police to argue that the
and another activist ran training for thegroup had by this stage become quitevent was badly organised (when it was
West Beach activists as to how such #arge and the training was full of excite-so obviously elegantly organised, albgit
blockade could be organised and how tanent, plans and ideas. without any permit), or that it was unsafe
establish and maintain a clear set of com- (when the road had been blocked so as to
mon understandings as to how the blockOn Saturday, about 400 people piled intaninimise hassle for motorists and danger
ade would be run (nonviolently, for ex- the central square in Adelaide. Severalo pedestrians), or that businesses were
ample). Though brilliantly organised andmedia organisations showed up and inunhappy (when all the businesses had
strongly supported by the local commu-terviewed one of the organisers. Wherbeen told in advance, all except one were
nity, construction at West Beach has alsave were ready we piled out onto Kingsupportive, and two had opened espe-
commenced. William St (the largest thoroughfare in cially for the event!), or that it was vid
the city), blocking all lanes on one side oflent (children having their faces painted,
The proposal to build a new power stadit completely. The route had been organpeople dancing, street decorated with
tion at Pelican Point in the Industrial (i.e.ised so that no single street was blockedhalk...)
heavily polluted and impoverished) north-for very long, and the marshals managed
west of Adelaide produced a long standthe traffic very well. When we reachedBy about 4pm RTS had negotiated |to
ing community and union picket line. the site, part of Hindley St (full of night- move the barricade past the business that
This group also organised NvDA train- clubs and such) it was about 2.30 pmobjected to its presence, provided poljce
ing for local people. A highlight was the The road was blocked and the blockagensured the continued safety of that part
women'’s picket the day after NvDA train- sign posted quickly and effectively. Carsof the street. A police officer who sajd
ing. The entirety of the picket was madewishing to leave the street party aredl’m in charge of the city!” arrived and
up of women (with men supporters bring-were escorted out. Sound systems haeventually offered to leave RTS alone|in
ing cups of tea when no trucks werebegun playing music, dancing and jug-place until 7.30 pm provided people then
approaching). Women from the Tradegling and a small skate park had startethoved, and negotiations among the ac-
Union choir taught songs, and womenand a permaculture display garden hadivists in the street began as to what to do
were still singing as they were arresteeen established in the street before theext. | understand that sometime after
later in the day. police arrived. 7.30 pm people paraded through a busy
part of central Adelaide to a city park
Adelaidians have also been involved inThe police soon realised that two of themwhere they partied on into the night!
some of the national campaigns: Criticalwould not be able to move 400 of us and
Mass has been happening here, Reclaipolice liaison began in earnest. The pot have to say it was exciting to be part|of
the Night continues, and folk from Ad- lice liaison from RTS did a fabulous job such a positive and well organised event,
elaide have been up to Jabiluka and intof engaging waves of ever more senioand to see how well the police liaispn
various forest campaigns interstate (apolice as the police cars arrived. Theyteam managed what could clearly have
SA has virtually no forest left to protect). were assisted by the chosen site being lzeen a difficult or violent confrontation
Mostrecently, (Saturday 25 March 2000)low traffic area in the afternoon (thoughwith police taken by surprise by a large
we had our first Reclaim the Streets Streat gets very busy at night). | countedpublic event. Beautiful!
Party, which was just fantastic! | wasthirty-one individual police, including Mary Heath
asked to run NvDA training for organis- six STAR force officers (SA’s paramili- NvT
ers including marshals and police liaisortary policing team) and seven cars.
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